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Brushes, Beaters, Small Percussions
10 Creative Drum Grooves 

   Who said that the Drum Set must be played only with sticks? 

   While it’s true that many drummers use sticks most of the time, there are 
so many more beaters to be discovered, which allow for a virtually infinite 
number of sonic combinations. 

   Not to mention how easily we can incorporate small percussions and add 
even more layers of alternative sounds to the mix.

   This is why I wanted to collect a few unusual beats that utilize brushes, hot 
rods, mallets, shakers even jingle sticks to create original rhythmic sound-
scapes and inspire you to experiment with these fascinating possibilities.

   From a technical standpoint using different beaters requires simply two 
adjustments:

- We need to practice drum rudiments (at least the most important ones) 
while holding these alternative beaters, to get used to the different re-
sponse and rebound.

- We need to fine-tune the dynamic level of the feet, because usually beat-
ers other than sticks produce softer sounds. 
   Either we play Bass Drum and Hi-Hat pedals with the heel-down tech-
nique, or we develop enough control with conventional heel-up technique, 
so as to be able to play softer while maintaining the same accuracy.

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/musical-rudiments-workout-2-snare-drum-solos-with-transcription
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/increasing-dynamic-control-snare-drum-and-grooves
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/bassdrum-feet-altitude-drumming-free-pdf-download-video-excerpt
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   The beaters covered are:

- Brushes.
- Hot Rods.
- Mallets.
- Jingle Stick.

   The small percussions used are:

- Shaker.
- Pandeiro.

   Of course if we want to include small percussions we need at least a basic 
understanding of how to play them. 
   The good news is that, being already drummers, it will take a very short 
time to get hold of the skills needed.

   After having learned the transcribed examples, the solutions that I rec-
ommend to try are:

- Playing regular grooves with all of the suggested beaters.

- Try combining different beaters, like using a brush in the left hand and 
holding a hot rod with the right, to create unusual and interesting grooves.

- Don’t be afraid to break the rules. I like putting a Splash or a Tambourine 
on the Snare Drum, or placing a Pandeiro on the Ride (I did it in example 
number 10 and it sounds surprisingly good). 
   Feel free to come up with the craziest ideas and test them to see what 
happens.

- Experiment with orchestrations of the same solution until you find the one 
that sounds the best.

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/the-ultimate-drum-grooves-collection-80-contemporary-beats
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/drum-grooves-orchestrations-16-examples-and-solutions


   Confident Drummer % Brushes, Beaters, Small Percussions % )0 Creative Drum ?rooves 

5

   Exploring these techniques is going to make a huge difference in the 
way we approach drum arrangements and in the ability to come up with 
creative and original drum parts for the music we make.

   For a more in-depth analysis of alternative beaters and small percussions 
applied to modern drumming, you can check out the method ‘Essential 
Styles - Expanding Your Versatility On The Drums’, of which you can ac-
cess a free excerpt by clicking HERE.

   And here is the link to the YouTube video in which I play the examples 
shown in the booklet. 
   You can also click on each transcription on the next pages to access the 
related video demonstration.

   Related resources:
Discover Your Voice - Tips To Develop Your Unique Sound as a Drummer
‘Essential Styles - Expanding Your Versatility On The Drums’
Musical & Creative Inverted Paradiddle Applications

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/interpretation-arrangement-altitude-drumming-free-pdf-download-video-excerpt
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/creative-drum-groove-arrangement-techniques
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/creative-drum-groove-arrangement-techniques
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/essential-styles-drum-course-free-pdf-download-video-excerpt
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/discover-your-voice-tips-to-develop-your-unique-sound-as-a-drummer
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/essential-styles
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/musical-creative-inverted-paradiddle-applications
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Creative Drum Grooves

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Brushes

Brushes

Mallets

R = Mallet
L = Hot Rod

R = Stick
L = Brush

R

L

R

L

No Snare Wires

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=18s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=58s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=1m33s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=2m4s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=2m27s


   Confident Drummer % Brushes, Beaters, Small Percussions % )0 Creative Drum ?rooves 

7

ã 44 œœ œ œ Sœ œœ œ œ S œ œ Sœ œ œœ

ã y
œ
>

y y
y

>
yœ y

>
y yœ

y

>
y y

>
yœ y

y

>
y yœ

>
y y

y

>
y
œ

ã y
œ
>

y y
>

y yœ
>

y y
>

ye! y
>

ye y
œ
>

y yœ
>

y y
>

yœ

ã y
œ
>

ye y
œ
>

y yœ
>

ye y
>

ye y
>

ye y
œ
>

y yœ
>

y y
>

ye!

ã y
œ e y

œ
yœ
>

e y e! y
œ e y

œ
y yœ

>
e y

œ

Creative Drum Grooves

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

R = Brush
L = Cross Stick

R = Shaker
L = Stick

R = Jingle Stick
L = Hot Rod

R = Jingle Stick
L = Stick

R = Stick
L = Jingle Stick

R              R       R        R              R       R        R                 R         R        R             R        R    

L                                            L                           L   

Splash on Snare Drum - Jingle Stick on Ride (eighth notes)

Pandeiro on Ride - Shuffle Feel

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=2m52s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=3m23s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=3m50s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=4m18s
https://youtu.be/0kGpb035pQ4&t=4m52s

