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12 Advanced Ways to Play the Most
 Basic Drum Beat

   Let’s put together a very simple beat: eighth notes on the Hi-Hat, Bass 
Drum on one and three and Snare on two and four. 
   A basic rhythm and typically one of the first ones that we learn.

   Now let’s imagine that we have some kind of groove box, with knobs 
that allow us to control and combine basic elements like tempo and volume, 
along with more unusual things like Hi-Hat articulations, swing levels or 
placing notes ahead or behind the beat.

   Suddenly the fact that we can adjust and combine so many of these vari-
ables turns this once commonplace groove into something completely new, 
fresh and incredibly tweakable.

   Literally, by having fun with these knobs and fine-tuning each parameter, 
we are going to hear amazingly interesting things which we would have 
never imagined could come out of such a straightforward pattern.

   That’s exactly what we want to do in this lesson: explore these ideas and 
discover how to use and apply them to our grooves.
   Here is a list of the parameters that can be included:

- Subdivisions.
- Tempo.
- Dynamics.
- Orchestrations. 
- Swing levels.
- Hi-Hat articulations.
- Systems (ostinatos).
- Playing on the beat, ahead or behind.

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/hi-hat-embellishments-20-advanced-grooves
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/improve-your-groove-and-bass-drum-technique-with-fat-back
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/improve-your-groove-and-bass-drum-technique-with-fat-back
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/musical-rudiments-workout-2-snare-drum-solos-with-transcription
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/how-to-develop-musicality-focusing-on-the-how-of-drumming-with-parameters
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/the-ultimate-drum-grooves-collection-80-contemporary-beats
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/one-groove-eight-tempos-40-to-180-bpm
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/increasing-dynamic-control-snare-drum-and-grooves
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/playing-ahead-or-behind-the-beat-full-course-part-2-exercises


   Confident Drummer - 12 Advanced Ways to Play the Most Basic Drum Beat

4

   As usual it’s best to start by practicing them one at the time. The longer 
we do that, the easier it will be to put them together in countless combina-
tions.

   At that point we are going to be able to create, choose and play the 
solution that is more suited for the music we are making.

   We are talking about pretty advanced aspects of drumming: the 8th Vol-
ume of the Altitude Drumming Series, ‘Groove Mastery & Formulas’ is all 
about understanding and practicing these variables, which are described 
and analyzed one at the time.

   Here we want to focus on a lighter version, to quickly test the possibilities 
available and the astonishing rhythmic landscapes that come out of this 
approach, even while sticking to basic beats.

   We are going to check out 12 variations, which simply showcase a meth-
od, a process that we can then extend to any combination we can think of 
(and of course to any beat beyond the basic one shown here).
   
   Every groove has a description of the way each parameter involved is 
supposed to be played.

   To get a taste of how they sound it’s important to check out the YouTube 
video demo, which can be accessed by clicking on each transcribed exam-
ple.

   We can think of these combinations as Groove Formulas, since they are 
actual recipes in which every parameter is an ingredient that can be used 
in different amounts. 
   Want a certain feel? Trying to create a unique groove? All we need to 
do is apply the related formula.

   The challenge is that these ideas sound easy but they are not. As a mat-
ter of fact, despite not being flashy, they are some of the hardest things to 
play. 

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/how-to-build-an-effective-practice-routine-the-ultimate-guide-to-practicing-drums
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/altitude-drumming
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/groove-mastery
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/100-bar-drum-challenge-become-a-more-precise-drummer-free-practice-recording-session-template
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/3-effective-approaches-to-practicing-a-difficult-drum-exercise
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/3-effective-approaches-to-practicing-a-difficult-drum-exercise
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   As a result, even though such nuances happen to be part of what other 
musicians appreciate the most in drummers, few of us invest time studying 
them.

   Now we understand why Steve Jordan, who always seems to play the 
simplest things while actually being a master of these details, is one of the 
greatest drummers alive.

   Related resources:

‘Groove Mastery & Formulas’ – Altitude Drumming – Volume 8
‘Groove Workout & Tools’ – Altitude Drumming – Volume 7

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/10-amazing-drummers-you-dont-know
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/40-steve-jordan-grooves-video-pdf-transcriptions
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/groove-mastery
https://www.confidentdrummer.com/groove-workout
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Groove Formulas

å= 78 bpm. MF.
Swing Level In Between.
Hi-Hat Slightly Open and
Slightly Accented.  
Snare Slightly Behind The 
Beat.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Tempo - Dynamics - Orchestrations - Swing Levels - Hi-Hat Articulations - Systems - Ahead/Behind

å= 62 bpm. P.
Straight 8ths.
R = Ride, Slightly Accented. 
Cross Stick Really Behind The Beat.

å= 101 bpm. F.
Swing Level In Between.
Hi-Hat Closed and Unaccented.
All Parts Slightly Behind The Beat.

å= 123 bpm. MF.
Swing Level In Between.
Hi-Hat Slightly Open and
Accented. 
Snare Slightly Ahead of The Beat.

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=18s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=49s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=1m14s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=1m52s
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Groove Formulas

å= 92 bpm. F.
Narrow Swing Level.
Hi-Hat Closed and 
Slightly Accented. 
Ostinato 1. 
Snare Slightly 
Behind The Beat.

5)

6)

7)

8)

Tempo - Dynamics - Orchestrations - Swing Levels - Hi-Hat Articulations - Systems - Ahead/Behind

å= 87 bpm. P.
Straight 16ths.
R = Floor Tom, Slightly Accented.
Left Foot 'Splash'. 
All Parts Slightly Behind The Beat.

å= 75 bpm. MF.
Swing Level In Between.
Hi-Hat Slightly Open and
Slightly Accented.
Snare Really Behind The Beat.

å= 107 bpm. F.
Swing Level In Between.
Hi-Hat Slightly Open and
Accented. 
Snare Slightly Behind The Beat. R     L     R     L

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=2m12s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=2m39s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=3m12s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=3m40s
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Groove Formulas

å= 78 bpm. P.
Hi-Hat Closed and 
Unaccented.  
Slightly Behind The Beat. 9)

10)

11)

12)

Tempo - Dynamics - Orchestrations - Swing Levels - Hi-Hat Articulations - Systems - Ahead/Behind

å= 71 bpm. MF.
Hi-Hat Slightly Open and
Unaccented.
All Parts Really Behind The Beat.

å= 115 bpm. F.
Hi-Hat Slightly Open and
Completely Accented. 
All Parts Slightly Behind The Beat.

å= 123 bpm. FF.
R = Floor Tom, Accented.
L = Tom. 
Tom Slightly Ahead of The Beat.

https://www.confidentdrummer.com
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=4m3s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=4m34s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=4m56s
https://youtu.be/ZZ6CCG6gpyw&t=5m30s

